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During fiscal year 2013, the university libraries continued to make the same great strides forward 
that have characterized the libraries growth each of the past several years. exceptional funding, 
dedicated librarians and staff together with valuable partnerships have created a synergy that has 
again moved the libraries to new levels of excellence.

noteworthy, too, are the advances librarians have made this past year in strengthening our print 
and digital collections. although we continue to acquire annually thousands of print-format 
publications, academic publishers now offer a large percentage of their current and back-list titles 
in e-format, which the libraries acquires as they become available.   

by becoming a partner in hathitrust.org, the university libraries acquired online access to some 
5.6 million titles owned and digitized by libraries in the big ten conference and the university 
of california system. approximately 5 million of these titles were not previously part of our 
print or digital collections. With one “flip of the switch,” as it were, the libraries’ collections 
grew from 2.9 million titles to more than 8 million titles. the university libraries is the only 
hathitrust partner in alabama and one of only a select few in the southeast.  

new technologies continue to enable the libraries to experience other transformational changes. 
the most recent and very high-profile technology-based enhancements to our services are 3-D 
printing and the computer availability application which directs students to the nearest available 
computer in our libraries. early in fy 2013 rodgers library  for science and engineering became 
one of two campus locations where students can receive training in 3-D printing applications and 
also create their own 3-D objects.  

the support and dedicated efforts of many have allowed the university libraries to prosper and 
serve the capstone in myriad ways – both traditional and cutting edge – and for such expressions 
of confidence in what we do we are most grateful.

the libraries’ 

commitment 

to providing 

students with 

quality services 

remained in the 

forefront with 

the continuation, 

expansion, and 

creation of new 

programs including 

research rescue, 

library instruction 

program for  

first-Year Writing, 

Bruno Business 

library’s Get Smart! 

for business library 

instruction, and the 

traveling librarian 

where librarians 

met with students 

in one of the larger 

residence hall.
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l i b r a r i e s  m a k e j u m p i n 
v i s i t o r s ,  r e s e a rc h r a n k i n g s

by  t h e  n u m b e r s . . .

Recently released numbers from the association of 

research libraries ranked ua at no. 79 in the top 115 

research libraries in the united states and canada, up from 

no. 92 this time last year — and that’s taking into account that 

more and more libraries are joining the arl’s ranking system.

in a 10-year span, the number of students and faculty using  

the university libraries has ballooned. the total number of 

visitors registered at 1,733,143 for fiscal year 2012, compared 

to 904,017 total visitors in fiscal 2002, a 91.7 percent 

increase. Gorgas alone had 921,265 visitors in fiscal 2012.  

in fiscal 2002, there were 373,843 visitors, an increase of 

147 percent. by way of comparison, student enrollment at the 

capstone has increased 79 percent over the same period.

37th  
among libraries at public universities in the u.S. – up from 55th in 2007

3,473,564 
total Volumes Held – up from 2,477,058 in 2007 (up 40%)

1,211,235  
electronic Books – up from 330,751 in 2007 (up 266%)

123,605 
print and electronic Subscriptions – up from 40,078 in 2007 (up 208%)

2,231,642 
full text article retrievals – up from 1,244,939 in 2007 (up 79%)

71 
full text article retrievals per Student – up from 52 in 2007 (up 36%)

1,788,852 
Visits to the libraries – up from 1,324,014 in 2007 (up 35%)

57 
library Visits per Student – up from 52 in 2007 (up 9.60%)

18,937 
Students participated in library instruction classes – up from 11,538 in 2007 (up 64%)

94,649 
unique items Digitized – up from fewer than 3,000 in 2007

the university 

invests some 

$17 million 

annually in  

the libraries, 

including materials 

(books, collections, 

periodicals, electronic 

articles), professional 

and support 

staff, and other 

expenses.

SPOTLIGHT ON
University Libraries
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Dr. Vincent Scalfani’s photo of a 3-D model of a 

diamond molecule will be on the cover of the 2014 

publications catalog of the royal Society of chemistry.

Royal Society of Chemistry | Publishing | www.rsc.org/publishing

Royal Society of Chemistry 

Publishing Catalogue 2014

oya l s o c i e t y  o f  c h e m i s t ry 
h o n o r s  ua l i b r a r i a n 

launched in november 
2012, the Studio includes 
a Bits from Bytes 
3-D touch printer, 
preparation area, and 
various supporting tools.

• open to all students,  
 faculty, and staff, a large  
 instruction room with  
 15 computer workstations  
 is loaded with advanced  
 software for 3-D design,  
 including autocaD,  
 SolidWorks, Sketchup pro  
 with Stl plugin, axon 2,  
 Meshlab, Mercury ccDc,  
 and ucSf chimera.

• there is no charge for  
 using the Studio.

• Since it opened, users,  
 including undergraduate,  
 graduate, post-docs,  
 faculty, and staff from  
 22 departments across  
 campus, have printed more  
 than 100 3-D objects such 
 as robot parts, model  
 rockets, gears, brackets,  
 chemical structures, and  
 art sculptures. 

SPOTLIGHT ON
3-D Printing Studio

w

R
Dr. Vincent F. Scalfani has combined his passions for chemistry, libraries, 
teaching, 3-D printing, and photography to create a black-and-white photo that 
won an international journal-cover photograph contest held by the royal society of 
chemistry.

scalfani, librarian at rodgers library for science and engineering, used the 
library’s 3-D Printing studio to build a polylactide or Pla, plastic model of a 
diamond crystal structure molecule.

such models are useful teaching tools for chemistry students – they magnify tiny 
structures and give chemistry students an immediate sense of what the molecules 
look like.

“i took the molecular structure of diamond and made it much larger with the 3-D 
printer. this way you can actually visualize it and touch it,” scalfani said. “the 
symmetry and beauty of the molecule becomes immediately apparent on the larger 
scale.”

in addition to creating teaching aids for students, scalfani also enjoys 
photography. using his knowledge of photography, he took an artistic photo of the 
diamond-molecule model sitting atop the 3-D printer.

 “i saw an interesting light-and-shadow effect when sunlight passed through the 
model; the structure of the diamond lattice was highlighted by the light and 

simultaneously projected as a shadow,” scalfani said. “that effect inspired me  
to take the photo there on top of the printer.”

scalfani, who has a doctorate in chemistry, then came across the royal society  
of chemistry contest announcement on a listserv and decided to enter. he 
recently was notified his photograph was selected and will appear on the cover  
of the 2014 rsc Publishing catalog.

rodgers library offers 3-D printing services to ua students, faculty, and staff.

“students may sign up to use the printer independently 
after some training and can print objects related to 

education or research based on their own designs or designs 
available on the internet,” scalfani said. 

“they can make molecules or robot parts or rockets.”

based in Great britain, the royal society of chemistry is the largest  
organization in europe for advancing the chemical sciences. supported by a 
worldwide network of members and an international publishing business,  
their activities span education, conferences, science policy, and the promotion  
of chemistry to the public.

the 3-D printer is just 

one example of new 

services available in

libraries.  Scalfani’s 

photograph offers 

a glimpse into the  

future of science and 

library technology.
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HathiTrust is a 

partnership of academic 

& research institutions, 

offering a collection of 

millions of titles  

digitized from libraries 

around the world.

Currently Digitized

10,815,233 total volumes

    5,669,058 book titles

    282,268 serial titles

    3,785,331,550 pages

    485 terabytes

    128 miles

    8,787 tons

S e r v i c e s

HathiTrust
the university of alabama libraries is one of the newest members of 
hathitrust, a partnership of major academic and research libraries 
collaborating to preserve and provide access to material in a digital form. one 
of 76 member libraries, the university of alabama is the only member in the 
state. 

hathitrust began in 2008 as a collaboration of the universities of the 
committee on institutional cooperation and the university of california 
system to establish a repository to archive and share their digitized collections. 
hathitrust has quickly expanded to include additional partners and to provide 
those partners with an easy means to archive their digital content.
hathitrust provides our user community with instant access to more than 
5 million volumes of full-text material. the digital library serves as a trusted 
repository for long-term preservation and offers persistent access to the digital 
collections. 

hathitrust was named for the hindi word elephant, hathi, symbolic of the 
qualities of memory, wisdom, and strength evoked by elephants. hathi also 
reflects the huge undertaking of congregating the digital collections of libraries 
in the united states and beyond. 

Research Rescue
between weeks 8 and 16 of each 
semester, Gorgas information services 
(Gis) offers research rescue, a drop-
in research help service. students are 
encouraged to come to the Gorgas 
information Desk between 4:00 and 
6:00 p.m., monday–thursday, where a 
Gis librarian will help them locate and 
evaluate sources for their papers. the 
service is promoted by flyer and digital 
signage within Gorgas library, and 
first-year Writing instructors encourage 
their students to use the service. 

GIS Library Instruction  
for First-Year Writing
Gis’ library instruction Program for 
first-year Writing includes two library 
sessions and curriculum-integrated 
asynchronous activities that focus on 
teaching information literacy skills that 
students need for college-level research, 
as well as the 21st century job market. 
Gis librarians participate in heavy 
collaboration and work closely with 
first-year Writing Program instructors 
to craft a customized learning 
experience tailored to each class’s needs 
while meeting the basic information 
literacy competencies set by the Gis 
department. topics covered in en102 

instruction include brainstorming, 
narrowing your topic, choosing 
keywords, using boolean operators 
for strategic searching, evaluating 
sources for relevancy and reliability, 
and differentiating between popular 
and scholarly sources. Gis reached 80 
percent of all en102 classes in fall 
semester 2012, which was 45 percent 
more than the previous year.

Get Smart!
the bruno business library started 
offering a topical approach to business 
library instruction known as Get 
smart! in the fall semester 2012.  Get 
smart! enables any student interested 
in business-related topics to learn about 
the resources offered by the library.

traditionally, bruno’s instructional 
sessions are aimed primarily at classes 
already in session, with a set agenda.  
students not enrolled in those classes 
– whether via scheduling issues, or 
the faculty member not opting for 
in-class library instruction – would 
not be given the opportunity to learn 
about the databases and support 
bruno provides.  this absence of 
library instruction has a two-fold 
effect: students’ research is limited to 

in an effort to 

meet undergraduate 

students at their point 

of need, GiS sponsors 

the traveling librarian 

on-site residence hall 

reference program.  

every Sunday between 

8:00 and 10:00 p.m., 

a GiS librarian holds 

drop-in hours in Burke 

Hall West, one of 

the larger residence 

halls on campus. 

Students are assisted 

with ready-reference 

questions, research 

skills, and are offered 

extended research 

consultation. Due to 

the program’s success, 

the traveling librarian 

program has expanded 

its schedule from 

biweekly to weekly.

SPOTLIGHT ON
Traveling Librarian

w
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Computer Availability in  
Real Time
the university libraries’ area computing and Web services  
introduced real-time computer availability information on the libraries’ website  
(http://www.lib.ua.edu/computers) during spring semester 2013.  this new service 
allows patrons to quickly see which computers, both Windows and macs,  
are available for use in Gorgas, mclure, bruno, and rodgers libraries as well as the  
sanford media center (smc).*  Patrons can view availability information by floor  
in each of these locations.  currently, the service includes maps for only the 1st and  
3rd floors of Gorgas library providing detailed information on the location of 
available computers.  additional maps are planned for all major floors throughout 
the libraries. 
*Computers in the SMC are for the use of only UA students and can be reserved by calling (205) 348-4651.

ArcGIS is 

a suite of 

software used 

to create and 

use maps, 

compile geographic 

data, analyze 

mapped information, 

share and discover 

geographic 

information, and 

manage geographic

information in 

a database.

e s o u r c e s

Academic Software
university libraries continues to add software to our computers to support student 
assignments and class projects. the libraries have the most open hours of any 
computer labs on campus and offer 150 software programs for patrons’ use.

Patrons, including students, faculty, and staff, can learn the location of these 
software applications by viewing the software list found on the libraries’ website, 
http://www.lib.ua.edu/software. users can click on the desired software listing to 
find its location, version, and any plugins.  the page has recently been updated 
to include a categories section in addition to the alphabetical list to allow users to 
more easily find a software package applicable to their assignment or project.

recently added programs include apple Keynote, numbers, and Pages, a.k.a., 
iWork, to the 6 macs in Gorgas’ Digital Production and the 20 macs in rodgers’ 
scitech, and microsoft visio 2013 to the 20 Dells in Gorgas’ learning commons 
and 20 Dells in rodgers’ scitech.

R

Wolfram Mathematica 9
Mathematica is used in scientific, engineering, and mathematical fields 

and other areas of technical computing.

five cell phone 

charging stations 

were purchased 

last year and 

placed in various 

locations throughout 

rodgers, Mclure, 

Bruno, and Gorgas 

libraries.  the service  

is provided free 

of charge for

use by students, 

faculty, staff, and 

other library patrons.

SPOTLIGHT ON
Phone Charging 

Stations

w
internet searches that yield little, or 
no, factual information; and bruno 
databases would be underutilized.the 
user-base targeted with this program 
is diverse.  undergraduate students 
can benefit by learning the basics of 
information literacy; graduate students 
can learn about areas of business (such 
as mergers & acquisitions, bloomberg 
certification, or competitive 
intelligence) that aren’t widely offered 
in the business school; non-business 
students can get an understanding of 

how certain topics such as sales and 
marketing can assist them in selling 
themselves to an employer; and, 
lastly, the general public can receive 
the financial acumen to start, run, or 
expand a business.  

additionally, there is a component  
in every class that shows users how  
to effectively use items such as scout, 
the bruno faQ, ask-a-librarian, and 
full-text document retrieval.

http://www.lib.ua.edu/computers
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e l e c t ro n i c r e s o u rc e s
one of the most vital components of the libraries’ research collections continues to be 
electronic resources accessible anytime, from any location on- or off-campus.

more than 70 electronic resources were added to the university libraries’ collections in 
2013, covering a variety of disciplines and formats and enhancing our rich collection of 
digital assets.  

 the descriptions below highlight a number of our new resources: 

•	 the American Antiquarian Society Historical Periodicals Collection, 1691-1877 
complements our rich holdings in historical documents.  this collection includes 
digitized images of american magazines and journals never before available 
outside the walls of the aas and is not available for acquisition in digital form 
from any other source. more than 7,600 periodicals comprised of more than 
seven million pages are available, eclipsing all other online resources in this area. 
the included publications represent life in america during the 17th and 18th 
centuries. 

•	 city directories are among the most comprehensive sources of historical and 
personal information available. their emphasis on ordinary people and the 
commonplace event make them important in the study of american history 
and culture. they are one of the few means available for researchers to uncover 
information on specific individuals as well as about a city’s civic, social, 
benevolent, and literary organizations. city directories for the 19th and early 20th 
centuries were added for alabama, mississippi, north carolina, and tennessee. 

•	 Birds of North America comes from the cornell lab of ornithology and the 
american ornithologists union.  this online resource provides comprehensive 
life histories for more than 716 species of birds breeding in the united states and 
canada. the database includes audio, video, and photographic resources. 

•	 foreign language skills are necessary for travel and for the changing world. 
Mango, an interactive language learning program, is available in 60 languages.  
the program includes courses for english and non-english speakers. 

•	 National Geographic Virtual Library contains fully digitized editions starting in 
1888.  this collection brings together a complete archive of National Geographic 
magazine — every page of every issue — along with a cross-searchable collection of 
national Geographic books, maps, images, and videos.

•	 mergent historical annual reports  
Dating back to the early 1900s, mergent’s historical annual reports collection 
offers more than 600,000 corporate annual reports available in PDf format for 
the united states, canada, and europe.

•	 Dun & bradstreet million Dollar Directory archives is a digital image of each 
individual year, providing company/word search within edition.  Directories 
are also combined by decade, enabling searching across multiple volumes.  the 
D&b Directory covers private and public companies in the united states and 
worldwide.  it can be used to find companies by industry, size, or location, to 
determine if a company is private or public, and to find information about 
executives and subsidiaries.

•	 Harvard Business Review  
the libraries established a special license that provides full access to HBR 
articles through the library’s ebsco Business Source Premier database and 
removes harvard business Publishing restrictions placed on the most widely 
used articles for course-related work.  the license enables:  HBR articles in 
course packs; HBR articles assigned as other course work; access to HBR articles 
via persistent links; and any other use that is not for individual academic 
research.

•	 video resources in opera and dance have been added to the libraries’ 
collections. these resources allow students and faculty to view performances 
online. Dance in video includes nearly 800 works of important 20th 
century performances in ballet, tap, jazz, contemporary, experimental, and 
improvisational dance as well as forerunners of the forms and the pioneers of 
modern concert dance.  training videos are also included in the selections.  
opera in video contains 500 hours of the most important opera performances, 
captured on video through staged productions, interviews, and documentaries.

as digital resources 

begin to replace 

print resources, more 

electronic books are 

being added to our 

collections.  these 

are accessible 24/7 

to our students, 

faculty, and staff and 

usually to multiple 

users simultaneously. 

the resources cover 

a broad range of 

disciplines and 

topics.

a fully interactive digitized 

version of the June 

1985 issue of “national 

Geographic,” with the 

now-iconic picture of an 

afghan girl on the cover.

SPOTLIGHT ON
Accessibility

w
SPOTLIGHT ON
New Resources

w

american antiquarian 
Society Historical 

periodicals collection, 
1691-1877

image from an article 
about the engraving of 

the famous painting, 
“Washington crossing 

the Delaware”; appeared 
in the new York Mirror, 

September 24, 1842, 
volume 20, issue 39.

Birds of north america
image from the database 

entry for the Blue 
Jay; entry includes 

comprehensive information 
about all aspects of 

the bird as well as 
accompanying audio, 

graphs, and other images.
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a capstone event for the alabama Digital humanities center  
this year was hosting thatcamp alabama. thatcamp stands 
for “the humanities and technology camp” and was organized by 
a committee of collaborators from alabama institutions, giving an 
opportunity for technologists and humanists representing researchers, 
teachers, librarians, curators, archivists, and others to capitalize on 
energy around humanities and technology across the state.

the event served as a space where individuals were able to share 
skills and experiences, and brainstorm ways which entities can work 
collaboratively on future digital projects within institutions and be-
yond. the two-day “unconference” was attended by 100 people from 
around the state and beyond.

other highlights of the past year include:
•	 Joining	centerNet,	a	collaborative	of	digital	humanities  
 centers around the world

•	 10	Brown	Bag	Lunch	Discussions

•	 14	Workshops

•	 6	Nationally	Known	Guest	Speakers	

•	 609	Attendees	(Brown	Bag	Discussions,	 
 Workshops, and lectures)

•	 7	Formal	Projects	offering	more	than	900	hours	of	support

•	 53	Consultations	with	Faculty,	Staff,	and	Graduate	Students

•	 1	Graduate	Teaching	Assistant	from	the	School	of	 
 library and information studies was added to work on  
 the black belt 100 lenses Project for fall semester 2013.

the aDhc provides a learning environment where faculty, staff, 
and advanced students can explore digital resources, reflect on the 
possibilities and challenges of new technologies, consult with experts 
about project development and digital research, and collaborate on 
innovative research and teaching projects.

DO NOT 
DISTURB
DO NOT 

DISTURB
I’M ONLINE WITH 

UA LIBRARIES

www.lib.ua.edu

the university of alabama libraries and the 
college of arts and sciences hosted Geospatial 
information sciences and technologies 
awareness Day on november 15, 2012.  
activities encompassed a poster contest 
sponsored by a&s and the Department of 
Geography; software demonstrations including 
digital map-making in the alabama Digital 
humanities center, Gorgas library; and 
lectures by geospatial scientists and practitioners 
explaining how they use Gis, remote sensing and 
other geospatial technologies in their work. 

the poster contest was open to all university of 
alabama undergraduate and graduate student 
users of Gis, remote sensing, and other geospatial 
technologies.	The	posters	were	on	display	in	the	J.	
Wray	and	Joan	Billingsley	Pearce	Lobby	in	Gorgas	
library. students were available to answer questions 
and explain how they used geospatial sciences 
and technologies in their projects. the afternoon 
session concluded with the announcement of the 
winners of the poster contest. 

Geospatial skills are necessary for some of the most 
promising career paths in the 21st century.

Geospatial Information Sciences and Technologies Awareness Day

14
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Use your 
mobile 

device for 

EASY 
ACCESS 
ON THE 

GO!

Follow us on        and  

Use your 
ACT CARD 

for borrowing books, DVDs, or CDs and 
for paying for printing and copying.

17

University Libraries Fair 
the university libraries held its first annual libraries fair for 
faculty and graduate students on aug. 27- 28, 2013.  Presented in 
a casual, come-as-you-please atmosphere in Gorgas 205, individuals 
were able to learn more about individual services and collections 
offered by the libraries. fifteen booths representing the branch 
libraries, various electronic resources, collections, borrowing 
services, and specialized facilities, such as the sanford media center 
and the alabama Digital humanities center, were featured.  over 
the two-day event, more than 80 attendees visited the fair.



P e c i a l 
c o l l e c t i o n s

Acquisitions Highlights
Carey’s General Atlas, Improved and Enlarged:  Being a Collection of Maps of the World 
and Quarters, their Principal Empires, Kingdoms, & c. published by mathew carey, 
Philadelphia, 1814 – carey’s 1814 General atlas is among the most sought after 
american atlases for the beauty, crispness, and clarity of its engraving and for the new 
delineations of the american midwest based on the lewis and clark expedition.  the 
atlas complements the a.s. Williams iii americana collection’s first edition set of the 
expedition of meriwether lewis and William clark (Philadelphia, 1814). the 58 maps 
included in the atlas present the best contemporary view of the dramatic expansion of 
the united states as a result of the louisiana Purchase.  the missouri territory map 
reaches the farthest for distances west and represents the remaining portion of the 
louisiana Purchase after louisiana became a state.    

Civil War Map - Corinth, Mississippi, October 1862 – the crisply detailed eyewitness map 
depicts the pivotal moment at corinth.  the map depicts a one-mile radius around 
corinth identifying the memphis and charleston and strategically important mobile 
and ohio railroads.  locations of houses, hospitals, roads, and bridges are included 
along with such details as the density of woods, the direction and depth of streams, 
and even the plowing direction of tilled fields.  

Rare Confederate Map, 1863	–	This	Confederate	map	by	James	T.	Patterson	printed	in	
richmond, virginia, shows the entirety of the states of Kentucky and tennessee, the 
borders of illinois, indiana, and ohio to the north and Georgia and alabama to the 
south.  the only other known copy of the map is at the university of north carolina.  

Union Army Map, 1864 – Printed in Washington, D.c., this highly detailed map drawn 
by adolph and henry lindenkohl for the union army in northern mississippi and 
alabama, depicts points as far south as vicksburg and montgomery. this is one of 
several maps compiled by the u.s. coast survey in an attempt to adequately map 
the	South	for	military	purposes.		The	map	incorporates	information	from	John	La	
tourette’s 1838 map of alabama, the u.s. Post office Department maps, local surveys, 
and eyewitness information gathered by union engineers in the region.  Depicted are 
railroad lines, roads, towns, post offices, mills, and natural features.

Watercolor by Edward Woolf

as part of the state of alabama’s observance of the 200th anniversary 
of the creek War, a 19th century watercolor sketch of a member of the 
creek nation was purchased.  Probably painted by a then young edward 
Woolf, the sketch was made during the forced removal of the creeks from 
alabama subsequent to the second creek War.  the depiction is of a sad 
subject standing in front of his tent wrapped in a blanket and carrying a 
bundle.

edward Woolf (1807-1882) was an american musician, novelist, 
newspaperman, artist, and the founder of Judy magazine, the first 
satirical	caricature	magazine	published	in	America.		A	Jewish	émigré	from	
england, he arrived in mobile in 1837.  he traveled as an orchestra leader 
to new orleans, st. louis, and Philadelphia before settling in new york 
in the early 1840s.

S
carey’s General atlas
the Mississippi map is one 

of the few maps published 

of the territory and the 

present-day states of 

alabama and Mississippi.

civil War Map, 
cornith, Mississippi, 
october 1862
the pen and ink map 

was drawn on paper 

and signed by lieutenant 

John r. chamberllain 

of the 81st ohio Volunteers.

SPOTLIGHT ON
Special Collections

w
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Ellsworth Hults’ 
Union Naval Diary 

Acquisitions Highlights, continued
Two Union Naval Diaries from the Battle of Mobile Bay, August 1864 – the first 
diary	by	U.S.	Naval	Landsman	Esbon	C.	Lambert	of	New	Jersey	covers	his	service	
aboard the gunboat uss itasca which engaged and assisted in the capture of the 
css selma.  the second diary by ellsworth hults, a paymaster clerk aboard the 
union wooden-hulled broadside ironclad uss Galena, covers february through 
november 1864.  During the battle of mobile bay, she engaged and assisted in the 
captured of the css tennessee.  four of the sailors from the Galena were awarded 
the medal of honor for their actions during the battle.  

Manuscripts from the Branscomb-Pruett-Alston  
Families, Mid-19th to Late 20th Century – 
The	daughters	of	J.	Alston	Branscomb	from	
midway, alabama, placed their father’s papers 
in the hoole library.  of particular interest to 
special collections were documents about their 
father’s work in the early 1940s at reynolds metals 
company, listerhill, alabama, at a time when 
reynolds’ work was crucial to World War ii 
defense production. in addition, there were 
multiple land grants, scrapbooks, and a 
remarkable collection of identified 
daguerreotypes.

Panama Canal 
Materials – 

The Panama Canal 

materials complement 

Special Collections’ 

extensive manuscript 

holdings of William 

Crawford Gorgas. 

Gorgas, the son of 

University President 

Josiah and Amelia 

Gayle Gorgas, served 

as the 22nd U.S. 

Surgeon General and 

is credited with 

abetting the 

transmission of 

yellow fever and 

malaria at the 

Panama Canal by 

controlling the 

mosquitoes which 

carry the diseases.

CLIR Fellows Join the Division of Special Collections
this summer, the university of alabama libraries welcomed two council 
on library and information resource (clir) Postdoctoral fellows into the 
Division of special collections. clir is a nonprofit organization that promotes 
collaboration between libraries, cultural institutions, and institutions of higher 
education. the clir Postdoctoral fellowship in academic libraries provides 
recent PhDs from a range of disciplines the opportunity to contribute their 
disciplinary expertise to the development of library or nonprofit initiatives, 
while encouraging an awareness of the ties between scholarship, libraries and 
archives, and the evolving digital landscape. 

by participating in the 2013-15 clir fellowship program, the university 
of alabama joined 19 other institutions helping to shape a new information 
environment, including the california Digital library, stanford university, 
university of illinois, california institute of technology, and harvard business 
school.  in 2013, the university of alabama was the only one of these 19 
partner institutions to support two fellows simultaneously.

amy chen comes to the university of alabama from emory university, where 
she earned her PhD in english in 2013. her research focused on acquisitions in 
20th-century archives and special collections, and she worked for several years 
as a graduate student at emory’s manuscript, archives, and rare book library 
(marbl). chen brings this experience to the W. s. hoole special collections 
library, where she is responsible for outreach, instruction, and exhibits in a 
diverse collection with particular strengths in southern history and culture, 
addiction studies, book arts, and alabamiana.

christa vogelius earned her PhD in english in 2012 from the university 
of michigan, ann arbor. her research focused on 19th-century american 
literature and visual culture, including photography. at ua, she is working 
in the a.s. Williams iii collection of americana, an archive of rare books, 
manuscripts, photographs, maps, and artwork with a strong focus in the 
history and culture of the south. vogelius is helping to plan the digitization 
of a photographic archive that includes work by major figures such as matthew 
brady, alexander Gardner, and augustus Washington, while promoting 
research and instructional access to the collection.

the university 
of alabama’s 
commitment to  
these two fellows and 
to the clir fellowship 
program as a whole 
demonstrates its 
openness to bringing 
new disciplinary 
perspectives into the 
library environment 
and ensures ua will be 
part of an institutional 
network of innovation 
for years to come. 

amy chen

christa Vogelius

SPOTLIGHT ON
CLIR Fellows

w
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v e n t s  a n D  e x h i b i t sE
From a Love of History 
on september 10, 2013, university libraries, along with 
Protective life foundation, hosted a book signing for the 
handsome, richly illustrated guide to the a. s. Williams iii 
americana collection at the university of alabama. from 
a love of history introduces one of the most important 
archives of southern history and literature ever gathered in 
one place. 

the a. s. Williams iii americana collection, housed at 
the Gorgas library at the university of alabama since 
2010, includes some 20,000 volumes and pamphlets 
published between the late 17th century and early 21st 
century. these pertain to the u.s. presidency and the 
history and culture of the south. the civil War is 
particularly well represented by some 6,000 published 
volumes.

a. s. Williams iii, of birmingham, alabama, former 
insurance executive and bibliophile, over a span of more 
than 40 years assembled a rich collection of americana 
that is exceptional in size and scope, many parts of it rare 
and unstudied by scholars.

SPOTLIGHT ON
“Flush Times and  

Fever Dreams”

w
stephen m. rowe, author and the longtime curator of Williams’s private collection, 
organizes the vast range of materials into ten chapters, paralleling the organization 
of the collection itself. following a general overview of the collection’s genesis in 
Williams’s passion for history, the chapters each contain a short introduction and a 
beautifully designed sampling of the materials in the collection accompanied by full 
and compelling captions.

“this book will take its place with the others i love, telling the story of 
a journey of discovery and describing what was found. it is unique in its 
obsession with topics (early american political and national history), a region  
of the country (the South, black and white, centered in the civil War, the 
region’s most important event), and a state (everything pertaining to alabama). 
this book, skillfully shaped around these themes, becomes not only the 
window to a curious collector, but also to a monumental collection, itself a 
primary document in the history of a people. and the artifacts themselves 
described in this book will tease, seduce, tempt, and finally obsess others as it 
did the collection’s founder and me.”

— from the foreword by Wayne flynt

Joshua D. Rothman, 

UA associate professor 

of history and Library 

Leadership Board 

member, spoke in 

W.S. Hoole Special 

Collections Library 

during fall 2012 about 

his new book, Flush 

Times and Fever 

Dreams: A Story of 

Capitalism and  

Slavery in the Age 

of Jackson (UGA 

Press, 2012). Rothman 

investigates an 

extraordinary true 

story of pre-Civil War 

violence. 
(l-r): louis a. pitschmann, dean of libraries; a.S. Williams iii, honoree; Stephen M. rowe, 
author; and John. D. Johns, chairman, president & ceo, protective life corporation.
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From a Love of History: 
Exploring the A.S. Williams III Americana Collection 

timed to coincide with the university of alabama Press release of stephen m. 

rowe’s book by the same name, From a Love of History highlighted the variety of 
strengths within the Williams collection. the first and second floors of Gorgas 
displayed	19th-century	Alabama	manuscripts.	The	J.Wray	and	Joan	Billingsley	
Pearce Grand foyer housed a selection of items from 20th-century african 
american literature, history, and culture, including publications generated by 
booker t. Washington and George Washington carver’s time at tuskegee institute. 
exhibits of photographs from early 20th-century birmingham, where Williams lived 
while employed as an insurance executive for Protective life, could be found on 
the third floor. the reading room of the collection featured items relating to the 
financial history of the united states as well as 19th- and 20th-century literature, 
southern studio photographs, and confederate War memoirs.

Bittersweet Harvest 
Exhibit Comes to Gorgas
after two and a half years of 
planning and waiting, the traveling 
smithsonian exhibit, Bittersweet 
Harvest: The Bracero Program 1942-
1964	was	displayed	in	the	J.	Wray	
and	Joan	Billingsley	Pearce	Grand	
foyer, Gorgas library, february-
april 2013. the bracero Program 
was a guest worker program sanctioned by the u.s. government to address labor 
shortages across the country after World War ii. through photographs and audio 
excerpts from oral histories, the exhibition examined the experiences of the 
workers. by the time the program was ended in 1964, an estimated 4.6 million 
labors	had	been	part	of	the	program.	Michael	Innis-Jiménez,	who	specializes	
in latino immigration and teaches latino courses in the american studies 
department, helped lead the efforts to bring the exhibit to the university of 

SPOTLIGHT ON
From a Love of History 

Exhibit

w
Opening the Doors 
university libraries, along with the summersell 
center for the study of the south, hosted author  
B.	J.	Hollars’	lecture	and	reading	from	his	latest	book,	
Opening the Doors: The Desegregation of The University of 
Alabama and the Fight for Civil Rights in Tuscaloosa. the 
event was held in Gorgas library last april. opening 
the Doors is a wide-ranging account of the university 
of alabama’s 1956 and 1963 desegregation attempts,  
as well as the little-known story of tuscaloosa’s 
own civil rights movement. hollars did much of 
his research for the book at the W.s. hoole special 
collections library. 

Tape Art
stephen Watson’s  
art 210 Drawing ii 
summer 2013 class  
had a unique  
assignment:   
create and execute  
a wall tape art  
exhibit in the  
northeast stairwell  
of Gorgas library.  
students worked for 
approximately one 
week creating their 
one-of-a-kind exhibits.  
the exhibit was such 
a hit Watson’s fall 
class has been invited 
back to work on a 
second project.

B. J. Hollars’ 

lecture 

was part of 

The University 

of Alabama’s 

commemoration 

of the 50th 

anniversary 

of the 

Stand in the 

Schoolhouse Door 

throughout 

2013.

SPOTLIGHT ON
Opening the Doors

w

Curated by 

Stephen M. Rowe 

and Amy H. Chen, 

From a Love of 

History exhibit 

opened September 

2013, on the first, 

second, and third 

floors of the 

Amelia Gayle Gorgas 

Library.
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ac u lt y a n d s tat f 
h i g h l i g h t sF

Awards & Honors
Barbara Dahlbach, collection 
coordinator for social sciences and the 
Libraries’	Annex,	received	the	Joel	L.	
Walker friend to Psychology award by 
the university of alabama’s Department 
of Psychology.
 
allyson Holliday, library assistant iii, 
special collections, received the 2013 
library leadership board staff award.

Vincent Scalfani’s, reference librarian, 
rodgers library for science and 
engineering, photograph was selected 
for the cover of the royal society of 
chemistry Publishing catalogue, 2014.

Brett Spencer, research & 
instructional services librarian, Gorgas 
information services, was awarded 
the beta Phi mu 2013 librarian of 
the year by the school of library and 
information studies, the university of 
alabama.

Helga Visscher, head, mclure 
education library, received the 2013 
library leadership faculty award and 
was awarded associate professor emeriti.  
visscher retired august 2013.

Kevin Walker, government documents 
team leader, received his PhD in political 
science from auburn university in 2013.

Appointments & Achievements

Jason Battles was appointed associate dean for library technology Planning and Policy.

Michael pearce, research & instructional services librarian, Gorgas information services, was accepted into 
the 2013 associate of colleges & research libraries immersion Program:  intentional teaching, reflective 
Practice to improve student learning.

Josh Sahib, research & instructional services librarian, Gorgas information services, was selected to attend 
the 2012 minnesota institute for early career librarians from traditionally underrepresented Groups at the 
university of minnesota.

lindley Shedd, media services coordinator, sanford media center, was awarded tenure and promoted to 
associate professor.

Donnelly Walton, archival access coordinator, Division of special collections, was promoted to associate 
professor and selected as a participant in the archives leadership institute 2013 hosted by luther college, 
Decorah, iowa.

tom Wilson, former associate dean for library technology, was appointed associate dean for branch 
libraries and Digital student services.

Publications

Battles, Jason J., associate dean, sean Watkins, and rachel vacek. “streamlining Data for cross-Platform  
Web Delivery,” Journal of Web Librarianship, 7.1 (2013): 95-108.

Battles, Jason J. “Designing and building a collaborative library intranet for all,” Designing and Developing 
Library Intranets. edited by nina mchale. london: routledge, 2012.

Deridder, Jody l., head, Digital services. “first aid training for those on the front lines: Digital 
Preservation needs survey results 2012,” Information Technology and Libraries, 32.2 (2013).

Deridder, Jody l. “first aid on the front lines: immediate training needs,” the Signal (blog), april 1, 2013, 
http://1.usa.gov/Z5o77f.

2013 Library Leadership 
Faculty and Staff Awards

(l-r): allyson Holliday, staff winner; 
louis a. pitschmann, dean of 
libraries; and Helga Visscher, 
faculty winner.
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SPOTLIGHT ON
Harriet Deason

w

Harriet Deason, 

manager, 

administrative and 

fiscal affairs, received 

the  Dr. Minnie 

c. Miles endowed 

excellence award  

at the university  

of alabama’s  

Spring 2013 faculty/

Staff Meeting. 

the Miles award, 
established in 1995, honors 

exempt, non-faculty 
administrative employees 

who have performed in 
an exemplary manner, 

exceeding the expectations 
set for their position and 
fostering the mission of 

the university. the award is 
named honoring  

Dr. Minnie c. Miles,  
a long-term business 

faculty member who began 
her lifetime of service to 

the university of alabama 
in 1942 and retired in 1978.
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SPOTLIGHT ON
Book Repair 

Workshop

w

the library 

Support Staff 

association 

hosted a two-

day book repair 

workshop october 

2012.  ann frellsen, 

emory university, 

explains the repair 

technique to 

David lewis, 

annex Services. 

Dupree, nancy B., curator, Williams americana collection. “collected memory: 
alabama Women’s scrapbooks,” Alabama Heritage 108 (2013): 52-54.

Dupree, nancy B. “the south carolina Diary of reverend archibald simpson,” 
edited by Peter n. moore. 2 vols. New Perspectives on the Eighteenth Century. vol. 10. 
auburn, alabama: southeastern society. for 18th century studies, 2013, 92-94.

Dupree, nancy B. rev. of Wyss, hilary (2012). “english letters and indian literacies: 
reading, Writing, and new england missionary schools, 1750-1830,” sharPnews. 
vol. 22 (Winter 2013). society for the history of authorship, reading..., 2013, 9-10.

fawley, nancy, head, Gorgas information services. “using linkedin for  
human resources, competitive intelligence research,” Online Searcher,  
march/april 2013.

fawley, nancy. “eat Dessert first! flipping the sequence of information  
literacy instruction to enhance student learning,” Embedded Librarians Cookbook: 
Recipes For Making Long-term Connections. edited by cass  
Kvenild, and Kaijsa calkins. chicago: acrl, 2013.

lacher-feldman, Jessica, curator of rare books and special collections.  
“alabama in music and lyrics: the Wade hall sheet music collection,”  
Alabama Heritage, 107 (2012): 44-46.

lacher-feldman, Jessica, and aaron trehub. “William march,” encyclopedia  
of alabama (2013).

Miller, cynthia f., music, fine & performing arts collections coordinator, music 
library, and sonia ramirez Wohlmuth.  “music.”  In Information Resources in the 
Humanities and the Arts, Sixth Edition, edited by anna h. Perrault and elizabeth aversa.  
santa barbara, ca:  libraries unlimited (abc-clio), 2012.

renick, rachel and Brett Spencer, research & instructional services librarian,  
Gorgas information services. “iPad innovations in Public services: a survey of the  
use of mobile Devices in aserl reference Departments,” southeastern librarian, 
60.3 (2012): 21-27.
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presentations 
alexander, Mary, metadata librarian, cataloging & metadata services. “metadata magic.” 
broadening horizons. visual resources association. albuquerque, nm. april 21, 2012.

Bace, Martha, processing archivist, Division of special collections. “crowdsourcing tags and 
transcriptions for use in archivists’ toolkit searching.”  Description section lightning talk, 
annual conference. society of american archivists. san Diego, ca. august 9, 2012.

Bace, Martha, Donnelly Walton, archival access coordinator, Division of special 
collections, and Jessica lacher-feldman, curator of rare books & special collections, 
Division of special collections. “at at ua: archivists’ toolkit (at) as an over-arching tool 
for archival functions at the W. s. hoole special collections library.”   annual conference.  
society of alabama archivists.  alabama Department of archives and history, montgomery, 
al.  september 28, 2012.

Battles, Jason J., associate dean for library technology Planning and Policy. “html5: 
Power, Promise, Pitfalls.” internet librarian 2012. monterey, ca. october 24, 2012. 

Battles, Jason J. “human factors in library resource Discovery systems: a study of 
information seeking Patterns in a modern academic environment.” library information 
technology association 2012 national forum. columbus, oh. october 5, 2012.

Blansett, Jim, information resources librarian, mclure education library, et al.  “invisible 
Wounds, invisible Warriors: how can libraries meet the needs of these students.”  annual 
Conference.		American	Library	Association.		Anaheim,	CA.		June	23,	2012.

Deridder, Jody, head, Digital services. “What do researchers want?” archives 2013. society 
of american archivists. new orleans, la. august 15, 2013.

Dupree, nancy B., curator, Williams americana collection.  “the life and Death of a 
library.” library history roundtable Panel, “library history as american history,” annual 
Conference.	American	Library	Association.	Chicago,	IL.	June	30,	2013.

Dupree, nancy B.  “books and libraries at the tail of the World.” annual meeting. 
southeastern society for eighteenth century studies. charleston, sc. march 2, 2013.
Dupree, nancy B., et al.   “bringing the Williams collection to the university of alabama 
libraries.” annual meeting. alabama library association. birmingham, al.  april 28, 2012.

friedman, Bill, web services librarian, Web services, Brett Spencer, research & instructional 
services librarian, Gorgas information services, et al. “macon an app @ your library: a 
review of free mobile app Development tools.” Georgia council of media organizations 
(Gacomo). Gacomo. macon, Ga. october 12, 2012.

friedman, Bill, Brett Spencer, et al. “the Web beyond Google Part 2: more innovative 
search tools and their implications for reference services.” msu leets. mississippi state 
university. starkville, ms. august 1, 2013.
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Grogg, Jill, electronic resources coordinator, electronic resources, et al. “Preconference Workshop: negotiating with vendors.” 
2012 charleston conference issues in book & serial acquisition. charleston, sc. november 7, 2012.

Grogg, Jill, et al. “Postconference Workshop: negotiating effectively in the 21st century.” 2012 electronic resources and 
libraries conference. austin, tx. april 4, 2012.

Krishnamurthy, Mangala, reference librarian, rodgers library for science and engineering.  “faculty-librarian Partnership in 
teaching nursing students enrolled in nursing informatics course: embedded video-recorded human Patient simulation in 
informatics courses.”  internet librarian 2012, information today, inc. monterey, ca. october 24, 2012.

Krishnamurthy, Mangala, et al. “impact on instruction with faculty-librarian collaboration in a learning community.” all 
sciences poster session. special libraries association 2013 annual conference. special libraries association. san Diego, ca. 
June	10,	2013.

pearce, Michael, research & instructional services librarian, Gorgas information services. “making reflective Practice Part of our 
DNA.”		American	Library	Association	Annual	Conference.	ACRL	Immersion	Program	Committee.	Chicago,	IL.	June	29,	2013.

robison, Mark, research & instructional services librarian, Gorgas information services. “the library as a Partner: improving 
liaison relationships with other academic units.” aacrl/cus best Practice session.  alabama library association annual 
convention. alabama library association. montgomery, al. april 25, 2013.

Scalfani, Vincent f., reference librarian, rodgers library for science and engineering. “from studying block copolymers 
to	Chemical	Information:	A	Journey	of	an	Alternative	Chemistry	Career	as	an	Academic	Science	Librarian.”	245th	American	
chemical society national meeting. american chemical society. new orleans, la. april 9, 2013.

Scalfani, Vincent f. “best Practices for managing 3-D Printing services in libraries.” alabama library association annual 
convention. alabama library association. montgomery, al. april 25, 2013.

Sahib, Josh, research & instructional services librarian, Gorgas information services. “traveling librarian: meeting students 
on their turf.” national outreach scholarship conference. engagement scholarship consortium. tuscaloosa, al. october 2, 
2012.

Sahib, Josh, “advanced assessments: Quicker Quiz sharing in bb learn.” 2013 cit technology showcase. center for 
instructional technology. tuscaloosa, al. february 8, 2013.

Sahib, Josh, “blackboard learn assessments for library Knowledge.” bama buG academic technology conference. 
blackboard user Group. tuscaloosa, al. may 31, 2013. 

Sandy, John H., head, rodgers library for science and engineering. “Progress in transforming Discovery in science libraries.” 
16th	Annual	Conference	of	Atmospheric	Science	Librarians	International.	Austin,	TX,	January	9,	2013.		

Sandy, John H.,  “transforming library space to meet the needs of 21st century students.” texas stem librarians’ 
Conference	2013.	Austin,	TX.	July	16,	2013.		

Shedd, lindley c., media services coordinator, sanford media center. “Workshop: creating 
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equipment.” consortium of college and university media centers 2012 annual conference. 
consortium of college and university media centers. las vegas, nv. october 5, 2012. 
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college and university media centers 2012 annual conference. las vegas, nv. october 3, 2012. 
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alabama.” annual meeting.  society of american archivists.  new orleans, la.  august 16, 2013.

Whitver, Sara, research & instructional services librarian, Gorgas information services. “Keys 
to the capstone: using podcasts to integrate information literacy into the first-year Writing.” 
alabama library association convention. montgomery, al. april 25, 2013.

Whitver, Sara, Brett Spencer, et al. “find your voice: acclimating instruction interns 
and Graduate teaching assistants to the information literacy classroom.” alabama library 
association convention. montgomery, al. april 25, 2013.

Whitver, Sara, et al. “Go local: using Digital archives as alternative textbooks in first year 
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april 12, 2013.

Whitver, Sara. “tips and tricks for using the cloud to make your classroom more 
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Library Leadership 
Board

Carolyn F. Boone
F. Dixon Brooke, Jr.
Susan G. Cochrane
Jennie C. Cowart
Julie H. Friedman

Annie Hunter Galloway
Ann W. Givan

Adelia Russell Hendrix
Tonjanita Johnson

B. Rex Jones
Dorothy C. King

Amy Rankin Loftin
Shirley D. McCrary

James Hill McLemore
John T. Murdock
Charles R. Paler

Mary Bess Paluzzi
J. Wray Pearce
Voncile Pearce
Lois Robertson

William Rodrigues
Joshua Rothman

R. Timothy Russell
Margaret B. Smith

Rhoda Graves Smith
Phyllis J. Todd

Susan S. Tolbert
Carla Ventress

William W. Walker, Jr.
Sarah Woolfolk Wiggins

James S. Williams

Honorary Members
Linda Hinson Bachus

Rick Bragg
Terry Saban

Gay Joseph Talese

w

3534



Keep up with all that is happening at the Libraries.

Follow us on

Visit us online at: www.lib.ua.edu

Louis A. Pitschmann, Dean of Libraries

Box 870266  •  Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35487-0266

Amelia Gayle Gorgas Library

Angelo Bruno Business Library

William Stanley Hoole Special Collections Library

McLure Education Library

Eric and Sarah Rodgers Library for Science and Engineering
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