
On April 12, 1831, the keys to the 
University of Alabama were turned 
over to UA’s first president, Alva Woods.  

The ceremony, held at Christ Episcopal Church in 
downtown Tuscaloosa, marked the beginnings of the 
traditions of teaching, research, and service that 
continue to define the University of Alabama.

One hundred and seventy-five years later to 
the day, on Founder’s Day 2006, an exhibit entitled The Stuff of History: Celebrating the 
First 175 Years of Campus Life & Culture at The University of Alabama opened in the 

W. S. Hoole Special Collections Library. The exhibit features a broad 
range of materials from the Hoole Library that document the 

University’s rich history and culture. In addition to the 
exhibit, the Hoole Library is planning several other 
UA history-related events for the fall semester.

Among the items featured in the exhibit 
is an 1853 edition of the Koran, which was 
rescued from the Rotunda when the campus 

was burned by Federal troops in 1865. 
The exhibit also contains facsimiles 

of 45 rpm recordings  from 
the 1960s and 1970s about 

Paul “Bear” Bryant and the 
Crimson Tide, as well as a 
scrapbook of foreign newspaper 
articles covering George Wallace’s 
1963 “stand,” when Vivian Malone 

and James Hood registered 
for classes, finally ending segregation 

at UA. Other items include books 
about UA, early campus maps, 
artifacts, photographs, university 
records, uniforms and clothing, 
and much, much more. 

The exhibit, which will be on 
display through October 20, is free 

and open to the public.

Jessica Lacher-Feldman
public & outreach services coordinator
W. S. Hoole Special Collections Library

Above left: Image of  Denny Chimes, from 
a 1960s campus map. The historical maps of  
campus show very clearly how much UA has 
grown and changed over the past 175 years. 

These rare 45s from the 1960s and 1970s 
show the enthusiasm and reverence for Paul 
“Bear” Bryant and the Crimson Tide.
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Message from the Dean

As the academic 
year drew to a 
close in May, 

the University Libraries 
continued to expand 
services to students and 
faculty. For example, 
during the week 
immediately prior to 
final exams and during 
exam week, Gorgas 
Library for the first time 
remained open 24/7. 

Thanks to the hard 
work and flexibility of 
staff members, we were 
able to offer students 
a safe and appropriate 
place for writing papers 
and preparing for exams. At certain times, the library was at 
capacity with students seated on the floors as they compared 
notes and worked together to complete projects or study 
for exams. It was not uncommon to find as many as 100 
students still on hand at 4:30 or 5:00 in the morning. 

This level of use did not come as a complete surprise. 
Throughout the academic year, students’ use of library 
facilities, collections, and services was greater than it had ever 

been before. Students continue 
to borrow more books each 
year while their reliance on the 
Libraries’ online services and 
collections increases at an even 
greater rate. Hits on our home 
page, for example, were up 44% 
over the previous year. Our 
laptop computers also remain 
very popular. Fifty laptops 

circulated over 30,000 times between October 1 and April 
30, nearly equaling the 31,000 uses in all 12 months of fiscal 
year 2005. 

During the summer fewer students are on campus, 
but the Libraries remain busy. Librarians are currently 
working on a major Web-based tutorial to allow students 
to develop expertise in using our online collections and the 
Internet. Planning continues for new services to better serve 
students in residence halls and those active in the “learning 
communities” developing across campus. 

When students return to campus in August, they will find 
that the old adage is still true: No one ever graduated from a 
library, but no one ever graduated without one. 

UA Libraries Co-Host 80th Birthday 
Celebration for Harper Lee

The University Libraries co-hosted a birthday celebration 
for Harper Lee at the home of Jim Rogers and his wife 
Paige Parker in New York City on the evening of April 29. 

Other co-hosts were alumnae Dr. Cathy Randall of Tuscaloosa and  
Kimberly Till. 

Officers of the Library Leadership Board and Dean Pitschmann 
were in attendance. Board chair Shirley McCrary, past chair Wray 
Pearce, incoming chair Calvin Brown, and their spouses honored 
Miss Lee on behalf of the University Libraries. Several of Miss Lee’s 
friends and associates, including Robert Mulligan, director of the 
movie version of To Kill a Mockingbird, and Sam Pinkus, her literary 
agent, joined in the festivities. Miss Lee was pleased to see members 
of the University community present, and she thoroughly enjoyed 
the occasion. 

A recent World Book Day poll, conducted by the Libraries 
and Archives Council of the British Museum, named To Kill a 
Mockingbird the number one book everyone should read in the 
course of a lifetime. 

Library Business Goes Electronic

The Angelo Bruno Business Library’s newsletter, Library 
Business, has gone electronic!  Taking advantage of the 
common email platform used across the Culverhouse 

College of Commerce & Business Administration (C&BA), the 
librarians can now email their newsletter as a Web page to all 
C&BA faculty.  “C&BA uses Outlook, which allows you to email 
a web page as if it’s a 
regular email.  This 
is a really convenient 
way for us to reach 
our primary clientele,” 
stated Lee Pike, head 
of the Angelo Bruno 
Business Library.  
The new version 
of the newsletter, 
which contains information about the services and resources of 
the business library, is more colorful and eye-catching than the 
previous printed version and can contain hot-linked website and 
email addresses.  The format of the newsletter reflects the design 
and colors used on the Bruno Library’s website.  “Our electronic 
newsletter has been well received,” reports Pike.  “I’ve gotten several 
positive remarks from our faculty about how much they enjoy the 
new format.”  Back issues of the newsletter are archived on the 
Bruno Library’s website at http://brunolib.cba.ua.edu/notable/
newsletter.html.

Karen Chapman
business reference librarian
Angelo Bruno Business Library

When students return to 
campus in August, they 
will find that the old 
adage is still true: No 

one ever graduated from 
a library, but no one ever 

graduated without one.
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Patricia Stanecki Henderson (1950 - 2006)

Pat Henderson, Associate Dean of Libraries for Collections 
Services, passed away unexpectedly on May 6.  A long-
time library employee, Pat began her service to the 

University in April 1980 as a library assistant in the Collection 
Development/Acquisitions Department. The remainder of 
her career was devoted almost exclusively to a broad range of 
collection development responsibilities. After receiving her 
M.L.S., Pat joined the Libraries’ faculty as assistant acquisitions 
librarian and later became collection management coordinator.  
This experience combined with a graduate degree in higher 
education administration allowed her to move into the Libraries’ 
administration as associate dean in May 2002. Pat was the 
recipient in 2001 of the Library Leadership Board Faculty Award. 

Throughout her career Pat participated in a number of 
professional associations, often serving in leadership positions. At 
the state level she was active in the Alabama Library Association 
and the Alabama Association of College and Research Libraries. 
At the time of her death, she was the incoming president of the 
Alabama chapter of the national library honorary society Beta 
Phi Mu. On the national level Pat served on various committees 
in ALA’s Association of College and Research Libraries, Library 
Administration and Management Association, and Association 
for Library Collections and Technical Services, especially its 
Collection Management and Development Section, in which she 
was past chair of the education committee.

Pat was also a very active member of the Library School 
Association and was serving in an elected capacity on the LSA 
board as recently as this year. Of Pat’s work on behalf of SLIS 
and the LSA board, Dr. Elizabeth Aversa, director of SLIS, said, 
“Pat did so much for the School and the Board; she worked with 
our faculty and students and brought visibility and stature to the 

program from which she graduated.” 
Dr. Aversa captured Pat’s character 
and the sentiments of many when 
she said, “Pat never sought the 
limelight for herself, but took great 
satisfaction in seeing people enjoy 
the excellent programs and events 
that she had meticulously planned 
and managed.”

Her many friends and colleagues 
in the Libraries have described Pat as one of the most egalitarian 
persons they had ever met. A long-time associate remembered 
how Pat treated everyone with respect and without bias and how 
she was unfailingly among the first to extend a warm welcome 
to newcomers. 

Regarding Pat’s contribution to the University Libraries, 
Louis A. Pitschmann, dean of libraries, said, “I saw Pat’s 
potential early on and over time she proved to be one of the 
most forward looking in the UA Libraries. I could always count 
on her enthusiasm, open-mindedness, and objectivity, but most 
importantly her fairness and honesty. She was a real trooper; she 
always had a smile regardless of the pressures of the day.”

Her friends and associates in the library profession and 
the many publisher representatives with whom she worked 
in building our collections have uniformly shared similar 
comments. But it was Scott Eller, a representative of Lexis-
Nexis, who spoke for everyone when he wrote, “She will be 
difficult to replace.” Clearly, all who took time to know Pat 
recognized her uncommon gift of humanity that will assure 
she will be long remembered and missed by her colleagues and 
associates.

Expo in Hoole Highlights Undergraduate Research in Special Collections

The Hoole Library hosted a unique two-part event on May 2, 
in which UA undergraduate students in two very different 
courses presented research they had conducted using the 

Library’s collections. Drs. Cathy Pagani and Amy Dayton worked 
with Jessica Lacher-Feldman of the Hoole Library to develop the 
event. 

Students in Pagani’s course “Cooking and Culture,” taught 
through the Blount Undergraduate Initiative, used the David Walker 
Lupton African American Cookbook Collection at the Hoole Library 
for their research. Three groups of students gave presentations 
relating to African American history and culture as reflected in the 
Lupton cookbooks. In addition to their presentations, the students 
used the cookbooks to prepare refreshments for the reception. 

Students in Dayton’s course “Advanced Studies in Writing” 
developed individual projects that they presented both visually and 
orally. The projects focused on various aspects of local history and 
culture, including football and stadium skybox culture at UA, the 

Jemison-Van de Graaff mansion, Foster 
Auditorium and its place in UA history, and 
the art collections of Jack Warner. 

The experience was valuable for both 
the students and their audience. The forum 
allowed the students to communicate their 
discoveries and the excitement of using 
primary sources for undergraduate research; 
at the same time, it provided the public an 
opportunity to learn about the University 
and to share in that excitement.  The Hoole Library will continue 
to work with these professors and others to develop events that 
showcase the University’s Special Collections through the work of 
undergraduate students 

Jessica Lacher-Feldman
public & outreach services coordinator
W. S. Hoole Special Collections Library
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Library Leadership Board Hosts

  in Celebration of the University Libraries

O 
n April 20, the second floor of Amelia Gayle 
Gorgas Library was literally transformed 

into a “gorgeous” setting in preparation for “Gorgeous 
Gorgas,” a gala held in support of the University 
Libraries.

A committee composed of members of the Library 
Leadership Board, a volunteer advisory board that 
assists the Dean of Libraries, planned the event. More 
than 90 guests attended the reception and dinner, 
which culminated in a moving presentation by Pulitzer 
Prize-winning author and UA professor, Rick Bragg.  
Dorie King of Birmingham and Jane Bandy Smith 
of Tuscaloosa co-chaired the event, and Tonjanita 
Johnson, Rick Paler, Bill Walker, and Betty Bryce 
served on the committee.

Guests sipped on “Amelia” cocktails while viewing 
exhibits of rare holdings from the W. S. Hoole Special 
Collections Library.  Among the exhibited items 
were beautiful Audubon books and a University 
matriculation register used on the very first day of 
classes in 1831.

A special menu for the event included a soup recipe 
contributed to The Sewanee Cook Book by Mrs. Gorgas 
and a dessert recipe from a book in the David Walker 
Lupton African American Cookbook Collection.  Both 
cookbooks are held in the Libraries’ collections. 

Proceeds from the “Gorgeous Gorgas” gala will 
support the Libraries’ priority needs. 
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1-2. Photos from the exhibit for “Gorgeous Gorgas, Treasures from the W. S. 
Hoole Special Collections Library.” Featured here from the Hoole Rare Books 
Collection is a signed first-edition seven-volume set of  Audubon’s Birds of 

America, printed in New York, and inscribed as gift to his “beloved sister-in-
law, Eliza Berthoud.”

3. Sharon Stewart, Beverly Phifer, and Cathy Parker, all of  Tuscaloosa.
4. Margaret Wilson and Calvin Brown, Library Leadership Board chair elect, of  

Decatur.
5. Signed first edition of  Truman Capote’s In Cold Blood from the Alabama 

Collection, W. S. Hoole Special Collections Library.
6. Yvonne Barnes, of  Ashford, and her daughter Donna Adcock, of  Tuscaloosa. 
7. Dedie and Bill Hendrix of  Alexander City, and Margaret and John Murdock 

of  Tuscaloosa.
8. Judy Brown, Decatur; Richard and Jennie Cowart, Tuscaloosa.
9. Tuts Woollen, Lola Neilson, and Martha Jamison, all of  Tuscaloosa.
10. The second floor lobby of  Gorgas Library, transformed for the evening. 
11. Calvin and Judy Brown, and Rick Paler, all of  Decatur.
12. Bob Shaw, Andrew Barrett, Ryan Robichaux, Dorie King, and Libby Shaw.
13. Louis Pitschmann, Dean of  Libraries, and Wray Pearce, Library Leadership 

Board member and past Board chair, Birmingham.
14. George McCrary and Shirley McCrary, Library Leadership Board Chair, of  

Mooresville; Ed Bridges, Director of  the State of  Alabama’s Department of  
Archives and History; Clark Center, Curator, W. S. Hoole Special Collections 
Library; and Martha Bridges.

15. Kirk and Lynne McNair, Tuscaloosa.
16. Rick Bragg.
17. Harriett Walker, Jane Bandy Smith, and Margaret Morris, all of  Tuscaloosa.
18. Celeste Burnum, Tuscaloosa, and David Davis, Birmingham.
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 University Libraries Donors 2005 through April 2006   

T 
he University Libraries extend a very special thank-you to 
the individuals listed below for their support of the Libraries  

throughout 2005 and the first months of 2006.

Mr. and Mrs. Phillip B. Adcock 
Rucker and Margaret Agee Fund
Alabama Power Company
Mrs. Mary S. Alexander                                                                                        
Alfa Mutual Insurance Company
Mr. and Mrs. Drew Altemara
AmSouth Bank Foundation
Mr. William L. Andreen
Mr. Fred Ashe
Dr. Joan and Mr. Jon Atkinson
Ms. Martha Ann Bace
The Baker Foundation
Drs. Joy and Eric Baklanoff
Mrs. Cheryl M. Ballard
Mr. and Mrs. James Fredrick Barger                                                                            
Mrs. Yvonne Barnes
Mr. William R. Battle III
Ms. Mary Catherine Beauchamp
Ms. Meredith L. Benke
Mrs. Trinh T. Bethard
Mr. Donald Henry Bevill
Mrs. Marie B. Bingham
Mrs. Ruby McCullough Bissett
Dr. and Mrs. John L. Blackburn
Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Blansett
Mr. Jimmie E. Blansett                                                                                        
Mr. and Mrs. James B. Boone, Jr.
Dr. Larry J. Bowen
Mr. Charles B. Brakefield, Jr.
Mrs. Betty Ruth Brock
Mr. and Mrs. F. Dixon Brooke, Jr. 
Ms. Barbara Annette Brosier
Mr. Jerry Paul Brothers
Mr. and Mrs. Pete Givhan Browder
Mr. Calvin Jones Brown
Mr. Cecil Brown
Ms. Betty Kelly Bryce
Mrs. Julianne P. Buckley
Mrs. Renee M. Burk and 
	 Mr. Paul R. Wyness
Mr. Robert Lawrence Burke, Sr.
Mrs. Celeste E. Burnum
Mr. Robin Burrell
Mr. Adolphe Catlin Cade IV                                                                        
Dr. Drury S. Caine
Mrs. Diane W. Cannon                                                                                          
Mr. Robert Arnold Cantrell
Dr. and Mrs. Richard D. Carter
Mr. Patrick Cather
Mr. William H. Cather
Mr. Pi Lang Chang
Dr. Barbara Ann Chotiner
Ms. Deborah Diane Cobb
Mrs. Anne Johnson Cody
Mr. and Ms. Benjamin G. Cohen
Mr. J. Weldon Cole
Ms. Jane LaToya Coleman
College Media Advisers, Inc.
Ms. Margaret R. Collins
Mrs. Martha Cowden Cook
Dr. Gayland W. Cooper
Mr. Dick Cowart
Mr. and Mrs. G. Richard Cowart
Dr. Ronald Lynn Cox
Dr. and Mrs. John W. Crowley

Ms. Barbara Jean Dahlbach
Ms. Cornelia Lana Davis
Dr. Mildred Leake Day
Mr. Lewis Shepherd Dean
Drs. Alice and Vivian Dearmon
Mrs. Harriet O. Deason
Ms. Terri R. Dempsey
Mr. John W. Denman III
Ms. Debora Elizabeth Dinkins
The Honorable and 
	 Mrs. Larry D. Dixon
Dr. Andrew Smith Dreher
Ms. Judith Creitz Ducharme
Ms. Sybil R. Duncan
EBSCO Industries, Inc.
Ms. E. Anne Edwards
Mrs. Ernest Ekenberry
Mrs. Wanda Joy Elkourie                                                                                       
Mrs. Louise Goodwyn Faircloth
Mr. Roderick McCord Fancher, Jr.
Ms. Mary Alice Fields
Ms. Wendy L. Filler
Dr. John Alex Floyd, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Michael David Freeman
Mr. and Mrs. Lowell J. Friedman
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Michael Galloway
Dr. Martha and Mr. Joseph Gardner
Dr. Martha Maples Gardner
Mr. Steven Paul Gardner
Mr. and Mrs. Marshall Seymour 
	 Ginsburg
Dr. Dora Henley Going
Dr. and Mrs. Jacob F. Goossen
Mr. George Brady Gordon
Dr. Kelly Vernon Grider
Mr. Bradley Hale
Mr. William L. Halsey, Jr.
Dr. Ralph C. Hammond
Major General and 
	 Mrs. George F. Hamner
Mr. and Mrs. Reginald T. Hamner
Mr. and Mrs. W. B. Harrell
Mrs. Ann Bourne Henderson
Mrs. Patricia S. Henderson
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Hendrix
Mr. Harold F. Herring
Mr. Kelly Herring III
Mr. William J. Herz
Mr. Andrew Norris Hey
Mr. Todd M. Hines                   
Mr. Johnnie A. Hitson
Mrs. Dora Hobson                                                                                              
Ms. Beth Holley
Ms. Allyson N. Holliday                                                                                       
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Dell Hubbert
Mr. and Mrs. Robert P. Hunter, Jr.
Dr. Cheryl and Mr. Wayne Hutton
Ms. Camilla Huxford
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Don Hyde
Dr. Diane and Mr. Henry Jackson
Mr. and Mrs. Joel David Jenkins
Miss Emily Cornelia Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Tony V. Johnson
Mr. B. Rex Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Franklin Jones

Mr. and Mrs. John H. Josey
Mrs. Julia Griffith Kees                  
Mr. Jerry M. Kelly, Jr.
Ms. Nelda Kelly
Dr. and Mrs. John Kenneth Kendrick
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Patton King
Ms. Sherry Kirksey
Ms. Katherine Kitchens
Mr. Ricki Kline
Mrs. P. Anne Klinefelter and Mr. 		
	 Michael Alan Dorman
Mr. Bryce Miller Knight
Mr. and Mrs. Randy Kraft
Ms. Jessica Lacher-Feldman
Mrs. Kimberly P. Lamb                   
Mrs. Joyce Haguewood Lamont
Drs. Ura and Philip LaMoreaux  
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Lanford
The Honorable and Mrs. William 
	 Henry Lang, Jr.
Mr. Henry O. Langston
Mr. and Mrs. William Edward Lapp II
Dr. Shirley Brooks Laseter
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Nickerson 
	 Lathem, Sr.
Mr. Christopher Terry Lee
Ms. Nelle Harper Lee
Mr. Rhett Leverett
Mrs. Margaret G. Livingston
Mrs. Helen Wingard Lollar
Dr. and Mrs. John A. Long
Mr. Ralph Loveless
Mrs. Lena Crain Lowrey
Mr. Malcolm M. MacDonald
Mr. and Mrs. Myles A. Marques
Mrs. Charlotte B. Marshall
Mr. and Mrs. William Cecil Martin, Jr.
Mr. Thomas A. Martz
Mr. Gerson May
Mr. H. William McAtee
Mr. Maxwell McBrayer, Jr.
Mr. Willard McCall, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. George L. McCrary, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. James Lynne McHugh
Mr. and Mrs. Edmund McIlhenny, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. R. Kirk McNair
Ms. Virginia Lynn McPhearson 
Dr. Milton Monroe McPherson
Dr. William Horace McWhorter
Ms. Jacqueline J. Mills                   
Dr. Ichiro and Mr. Mitsuko Miyagawa
Mr. and Mrs. F. Brooks Moore
Mrs. Margaret Ann Morris
Ms. Dorothy Mueller
Dr. Thomas Joseph Mulhern
Drs. Milady and Michael Murphy
Mr. Patrick S. Murphy
National Mining Association
Mrs. Camilla Jones Newbill
Mr. and Mrs. James Thomas Noojin
Mr. Kevin Scott Nunnally
Mr. and Mrs. Terry A. Nunnelly
Nursing Administrative Council, UAB 	
	 Medical West
Mr. and Mrs. John T. Oliver, Jr.
Ms. Patti Olvey                             
Mr. and Mrs. Caine O’Rear, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Charles B. Osburn
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Ray Owens
Mr. Charles R. Paler

Mr. and Mrs. John Earl Paluzzi
Mr. Robert Herman Park
The Honorable Timothy M. Parker, Jr.
Ms. JoAnn B. Pate
Miss Elizabeth Bolton Patton
Mr. and Mrs. J. Wray Pearce
Mr. John Matthew Perry
Mr. and Mrs. R. Don Pettus
Dr. and Mrs. Mickey M. Petty
Dr. Beverly C. Phifer
Mr. Lee Ellison Pike
Mrs. Lillian A. Clark and 
	 Dr. Louis A. Pitschmann  
Ms. Kate W. Ragsdale
Ms. Sarah Reams                       
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Edwin Reese, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Aubry L. Reeves  
Dr. and Mrs. H. Mark Reynolds
Mrs. Ann E. Rhoads
Dr. and Mrs. Luther W. Richardson, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Luther W. Richardson III
Ms. Mary Ann Robbins                                                                                          
Mr. and Mrs. David H. Roberts
Miss Lois Marie Robertson
Ms. Rosetta Royal
Mrs. Lisa Rains Russell
The Honorable and Mrs. R. Timothy Russell
Mr. and Mrs. Paul E. Rutledge III
Dr. Randall T. Salekin                                                                                        
Salt River Project
Sam’s Club Foundation
Mr. John H. Sandy
Dr. and Mrs. Howard Maurice Sanford
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip A. Sanguinetti
Ms. Laurie Ann Schwartz
Dr. and Mrs. Charley Scott
Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Shaver, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Harris  Shaw, Jr.
Harrold Sheffield Charitable Trust
Professor William Steve Shepard, Jr.
Mrs. Betty Belcher Shipe
Ms. Sharon A. Shirley
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Samuel Skinner, Jr.
Mr. and Ms. Roger David Slaughter
Mr. and Mrs. John L. Slaughter
Ms. Carol Jean Smith
Dr. Jane Bandy Smith
Mr. Lochrane Coleman Smith
Dr. and Mrs. Billy Shelton Smith
Mrs. Margaret E. Smith                   
Mrs. Marilyn Shaw Smith
Mr. Jerry Snead
Mr. Farley Moody Snow
Mr. Seidu Sofo                           
Mr. James Ward Somerville
Southern Company Services, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Dale J. Spangler
Mr. and Mrs. Hunter L. Spillan
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Henry Sprain, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. William Park Stallworth
Ms. Lorraine Standish
Mr. and Mrs. W. Stancil Starnes
Mrs. Pamela Steward
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Morris Streit
Ms. Judith Strickland                                                                                         
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Wilson Stull
Mr. Russell R. Stutts, Jr.
Dr. William Larry Sullivan
Mr. and Ms. Ronald W. Sullivan
	 Sweitzer Trust
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Maryellen Mott Allen was 
appointed on April 3, 2006, 

as a Reference Librarian in Gorgas 
Library, with a focus on distance 
education.  Ms. Allen holds a 
B.A. in English and an M.A. in 
Library and Information Science 
from the University of South 
Florida. She will receive an M.S. 
in Instructional Systems Design from Florida State University 
this fall. Before coming to the University of Alabama, she held 
several positions at the University of South Florida, including 
Coordinator of Library Instruction and Reference/Government 
Documents Librarian. She also has experience as the Assistant 
Director of the Tarpon Springs Public Library and as a librarian 
with the Carlton, Fields, Ward Law Firm in Orlando, Florida. 
Her combined experience and expertise in research and 
management bring additional strength to the Information 
Services Department of the University Libraries.
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Dr. Ralph M. Tanner
Dr. and Mrs. A. R. Taylor
Mr. Howard M. Tepper
Dr. Joab L. Thomas
Mrs. Orlena Klickmann Thornton                                                                                
Dr. and Mrs. Lakey W. Tolbert
Dr. Anne Davis Toppins                                                                                        
Dr. Oscar Depriest Tucker

Mr. Edward L. Turner, Jr.
Mr. John R. Turner
Van Scoyoc Associates, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. William T. Ventress, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Randy Vice
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley R. Virciglio
Dr. and Mrs. Pieter B. Visscher
Vulcan Materials Company
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Cox Wade, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. William W. Walker, Jr.

Mr. Kevin M. Waltman
Warrior Tombigbee Waterway Assoc.
Mr. Fredrick E. Washington                                                                                    
Bishop and Mrs. B. Michael Watson
Mr. and Mrs. John Clark Watters
Mr. J. Don Weathers
Mrs. Kimberly S. Webster
Mr. and Mrs. L. Steve Weddle
Mrs. Dale Thompson Welch
Dr. Keith A. Williams                                                                                         

Hoole Happenings in Spring 2006

Dr. Derek Williamson
Mr. and Mrs. Eric L. Wilson
Mr. and Mrs. James W. Wilson III
Dr. and Mrs. George H. Wolfe
Mrs. Denise Allison Woodham
Dr. Louie Albert Woolbright
Ms. Angela Wright
Mr. Rickey Machio Yanaura
Mrs. Mary Gail W. Yeargan
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Baker Young

Throughout the spring of 2006, the W. S. Hoole Special 
Collections Library continued its busy schedule of events 
and exhibits. 

In January, an exhibit in conjunction with the Book Arts 
Educators national conference featured artists’ books from over 
20 programs in the United States. Also in January, Harper Lee 
visited the library for the awards ceremony of the fifth annual “To 
Kill a Mockingbird” high school essay contest, sponsored by the 
University Honors Program and supported by the Alabama State 
Department of Education. A photograph of Ms. Lee, seated in front 
of the stained glass window at Hoole, appeared in the January 30, 
2006, issue of the New York Times.

In February, Dr. Sarah Woolfolk Wiggins, professor emerita 
of history at UA, discussed and signed copies of her new book, 
Love & Duty: Amelia and Josiah Gorgas and their Family (UA Press, 
2006). In researching the book, Dr. Wiggins’s made extensive use of 
the Gorgas Family Papers, which are housed in the Hoole Library.
Special Collections receives many gifts throughout the year and, 
indeed, could not accomplish its mission without the generosity 
of its donors.  In February, the library received a rare copy of 
Martin Luther King’s Letter from Birmingham Jail, originally sent 
to Reverend Joe Higginbotham of Birmingham. The letter, which 
was given to the UA Libraries by the late clergyman’s wife Ann 
T. Higginbotham and her family, was presented by Dr. John C. 
Higginbotham, the clergyman’s son and UA’s associate dean for 
research and health policy in the College of Community Health 
Sciences. Donated in memory of Rev. Higginbotham and in 
honor of the University’s Black Faculty and Staff Association, this 
important historical artifact will be housed in the Hoole Library. 

The Hoole Library also hosted and co-sponsored the 2006 Rose 
Gladney Lecture for Social Change. This year’s speaker was Alabama 
native and civil/human rights pioneer Ruby Sales. Her moving 
lecture attracted audience members from both the campus and the 
community. The annual lecture is named for Dr. Rose Gladney, 
professor emerita of American studies, who spent her career working 
on issues of social justice and change. As one of the first professors 
in UA’s women’s studies department, she helped to craft the master’s 
degree program in that field. She also helped to develop and sustain 
the African American studies minor.

In March, in conjunction with the 150th anniversary of the 
founding of Sigma Alpha Epsilon at UA, the SAE headquarters in 
Illinois returned to the University a ledger of UA Presidents’ reports 
to the Board of Trustees from 1838 to 1864. This handwritten 

ledger, previously unknown to UA and to scholars, provides new 
insight into the workings of the University in its earliest years. It is 
especially fitting that this item was returned only one month before 
the 175th anniversary of the founding of the University. The ledger 
book, along with many other items, is on exhibit through October 
2006 as part of the 175th anniversary celebration.

To mark both the 175th anniversary and the University Libraries’ 
annual benefactors’ reception, the Hoole Library mounted an 
extensive exhibit on the second floor of Gorgas Library, featuring 
some of the Library’s rarest treasures. Among the items included 
in the one-day special show were rare books, sheet music, sound 
recordings, and early printed books. 

The W. S. Hoole Library continues to bring people and materials 
together in interesting and innovative ways. For announcements 
of upcoming lectures and exhibits, please visit the Libraries’ events 
pages, or contact the Hoole Library. 

Jessica Lacher-Feldman
public & outreach services coordinator
W. S. Hoole Special Collections Library

   New Faculty Welcomed

Donors, continued
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Library Leadership Board News

On May 24, 2006, Shirley D. McCrary of Mooresville, 
Alabama, completed a two-year term as chair of the 
Library Leadership Board.  McCrary has been involved 

with the Board since its creation in 1999.  During her term, the 
Board sponsored several events, including a student essay contest 
and the recent “Gorgeous Gorgas” gala. Also under her leadership, 
the Board provided the funds to purchase a number of documents 
of great historical importance to UA. McCrary will now serve in 
the position of immediate past chair, a position previously held by 
J. Wray Pearce of Birmingham.  

Calvin J. Brown of Decatur, who has also served on the 
Board since its inception, has replaced McCrary as chair. He 
currently serves on the University’s National Campaign Steering 
Committee as chair of the Libraries segment of the campus-wide 

campaign, Our Students. Our 
Future.  The Libraries have 
a goal of $5.5 million to be 
raised by June 30, 2009.

The Library Leadership 
Board is an advisory board 
which exists to support 
the University of Alabama 
Libraries in their mission to 
provide the best library and 
information services to the 
students and faculty of the 
University and to the state-

wide community.  The Board meets twice each year and is actively 
involved with the Libraries’ development activities.

Since holding its first meeting in May of 1999, the Library 
Leadership Board has provided both funds and an organized 
support network for several important projects.  The Board has 
funded a project to catalog a critical portion of the University 
Libraries’ government documents holdings and has contributed 
more than half of the funds for the endowment supporting the 
Donna I. Sorensen Collection:  The Contributions of Southern 
Women.  Both projects have enhanced the resources provided by 
the University Libraries.  The Board also sponsors two annual 
awards to recognize excellence among the Libraries’ faculty and 
staff.  The awards are presented annually to one faculty member 
and one staff member for outstanding professional service to the 
University Libraries.  

Donna Adcock, Tuscaloosa, AL
Carolyn F. Boone, Tuscaloosa, AL

F. Dixon Brooke, Jr., Birmingham, AL
Betty Bryce, Tuscaloosa, AL

Jennie Cowart, Tuscaloosa, AL
John W. Crowley, Tuscaloosa, AL
Dana Duckworth, Tuscaloosa, AL

 Annie Hunter Galloway, Mobile, AL
Ann Givan, Atlanta, GA

Dora Going, Tuscaloosa, AL
Mark Gottfried, Tuscaloosa, AL

Fred Russell Harwell, Nashville, TN
Dedie Hendrix, Alexander City, AL
Harold “Fish” Herring, Gurley, AL

Christine Hollingsworth, Birmingham, AL
Tonjanita Johnson, Itta Bena, MS

B. Rex Jones, Germanton, TN

Amy Loftin, Dothan, AL
Janet McDowell, Tuscaloosa, AL

Rick Paler, Decatur, AL
Mary Bess Paluzzi, Aliceville, AL

J. Wray Pearce, Birmingham, AL (Past Chair)
Luther Richardson III, Tuscaloosa, AL

Rick Rogers, Tuscaloosa, AL
John Rucker, Birmingham, AL

Tim Russell, Foley, AL
Margaret B. Smith, Tuscaloosa, AL

Rhoda Smith, Tuscaloosa, AL
Howard Tepper, Orange Beach, AL

Susan Tolbert, Birmingham, AL
Carla Ventress, Enterprise, AL

Bill Walker, Tuscaloosa, AL
Sarah Wiggins, Tuscaloosa, AL

The 2006 Library Leadership Board

Officers
Calvin J. Brown, Chair, Decatur, AL

Dorie King, Chair Elect, Birmingham, AL
Shirley D. McCrary, Immediate Past Chair, Mooresville, AL
John H. Josey, Strategies Committee Chair, Birmingham, AL

Eleanor Streit, Program Committee Chair, Tuscaloosa, AL
Celeste Burnum, Nominating Committee Chair, Tuscaloosa, AL

Board Members 

The Library Leadership 
Board is an advisory board 
which exists to support the 

University of Alabama 
Libraries in their mission 
to provide the best library 

and information services to 
the students and faculty of 
the University and to the 
state-wide community. 


